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Cheveley Wireless Depot

“The Old Radio Station” -

The original buildings occupied by
European Antennas are still known
locally as ‘The Old Radio Station”. Itis
thought that this building, hidden
amongst the quiet, idyllic English
countryside surrounding Newmarket,
was once one of the many listening
posts used during World War 1l. Much
secrecy still surrounds its earty
beginnings. As yet, no pholographs of
Cheveley Wireless Depot exist from this
time, probably due to the secrecy
surrounding everything during the war.

From 1946......

The Home Office controled the
Chaveley Wireless Depot which was
responsible for all Police, Fire Service,
Ambulance Service and Prison Service
communications in East Anglia
{Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshira, Suffolk,
Essex and Norfolk).

Radio communication equipment was
installed in control rooms, cars, hand-
held telephones, surveillance
equipment for the regional crime squad,

The People

and hill top transmitter-receiver sites.
For the Royal Observer Corps they
installed, nationwide, communication
stations so that in the evenl of a nuclear
war, communications would still be
maintained.

The Home Office was privatised in 1994
and this site and the work it carried out
was purchased by NTL,

From 1996 ......

In 1996 the site was purchased by
European Antennas Ltd. After 5 years
in their unit at Graat Yeldham, the
opportunity arose to obtain this site with
its buildings set in spacious large
grounds, enabling the company to
continue its expansion.

It is with a large amount of luck and
coincidence that the work of European
Antennas is in the realm of radio
(wireless) communications, carrying on
a long tradition of the latest techniques
and technology in the pleasant
surrounds of Chevelay,

a brief history

During the war

Edna Nightingale has kindly sent us
some information about here time at
Cheveley Wireless Depot during
World War Il, as follows:

| was called up for Mational Service in
1942, After spending 3 months al
Hendon Police College on a crash
course for transmitting and receiving
morse code (all London Police and
maolor bike police, controlled by
Scotland Yard, were using morse code)
we had to pass out 95% and 97%
perfect transmitting and receiving. After
this it was arranged that | would meat
another girl, Dorothy Spur, wha | had
never met before, to travel to
Newmarket raitway station and onwards
in a prison type van to Cheveley
Wireless Depot, heavily padiocked and
no signposts! There were 9 girls
altogether and we worked 365 days and
nights a year in 3 shifts: 0001 to 0800,
D800 to 1600 and 1600 to 2400 hours.
There were also 8 wireless mechanics,

weeees CONtinued on page 19

A small tribute to everyone who worked here from 1940 to 1996. These
are the people we have heard about (in 2001) -

Ron Akehurs!
Keith Appleyard
Harry Barnett
Bert Betson
James Bird

Ken Burlingham
Brum Burningham
Mr Camaron

Bill Cates

Cliff Chinnery
Chris Clarke

Jim Cliff

Derek Coombes
Frad Cornish
Derek Cracknell
Phyllis Cook

A T 'Dobbie’ Dobson
Bernard Duce
Dennis Everell

Ron Fairweather
Vie Flowers

Tony Fowler
Batty Goldson

Ray Guyver

Jim Hazlewood
Gracie Heath
Jack Helliman
Anders Holdstock
Alax Hancock
Bill Homewood
Colin Jameson
John Jarvis

Mick Joyce
Dennis Kitteridge
John Lunt

Mary Marsh
Cedric Mills

Roy Morllock

Edna Nightingale
Eric Parkas
Eddia Pinkstons
Jack Scrivener
Derak Sodeau
Frank Smith

Jim Starling
Bob Swann
Barry Trevers
Iris Tweed

Jack Twead
David Tweed
Vara Walts
Brian Willett
Albart Wilson
George Wilson
Ronnie Wilson
Ken Yaxlay



Memories of early days at ‘The Old Radio Station’ by Vic Flowers.

At Cheveley Wireless Depot 1946 -

My Ralaigh three wheeler car created
quite a sensation as | drove up Chevelay
High Street in early August 1846, | had
just had an eventful journey from London
due to running over a board with several
nails protruding which | had been unable
to avoid as it fell from a lorry. My attempt
to change the wheel was frustrated due to
a missing jack and handle, probably
pilfered during the car's long period of
sterage throughout the war but all was not
lost as two lads appeared who lifled the
side of the car bodily while | removed the
punclured wheel and fitted the spare. My
first impression of the Depot was good
and | soon felt at heme. The picturesque
village consisted of one
long street with old
houses, a few shops
({including the co-op),
church, school and two
pubs all making up
what appeared to be a
neat little rural
community but lodgings
were hard to find. Forfunately a ‘tip off
led to my hard lucky story providing @
short term stay with Mr and Mrs Price. |
think villagers were still cautious as during
the war the radio station on the outskirts
of the village was doing a ‘very secret job’,
not to be discussed.

What kind of job?

With my accommedation secured for
the time being | tried to weigh up what
kind of job was in slore for me. This
proved difficult as nobody seemed to
know. There was no work 1o do 50 we
Just sat around waiting for something 1o
turn up. The wartime job of the depot was
virtually at an end bul the wireless
oparators stil kept a listening watch and
made the occasional test transmission,
Their role during the war was not
disclosed. Within a few days the close
down was announced and the operating
room dismantied. Two of the gid
operators were retained, Vera taking on
duties as cook and Edna (soon to become
Mrs Nightingale) becoming a clerical
assistant/storekeeper.

Where do we sleep?

As more technicians arrived, and
accommodation in the village being
unobtainable, the regional wireless
engineer in charge gave permission for
the small building that housed the
transmitter to be used, a bed being placed
in each comer, With my short lerm

disclosed

Their role during
the war was not

1967

accommodation at an end | joined three
other technicians taking advantage of the
offer. They used the canteen to prepare
their meals when the cook was off duty
but | was fortunate in being able lo get my
meals provided by the wife of one of the
technicians, Len Yaxley, living in the
village. Tha only ventilation in the
transmitter room was through the door so
it was kept open. Those immediataly
elther side of it had to suffer the extremes
of weather. An added inconvenience was
the frequent running of the noisy diesel
standby generator In the next room.
Later, a night watchman was employed
who was a horse racing tipster with a
snuff taking habit. | can
still remember the early
maming mugs of tea he
used 1o bring with his
fingerprints all over the
putside and the strong
smeil of his addiction,
Security and suspicion
Security was very
strict and the main gates were kept locked
at all imes. Visitors had 1o ring the bell
and be vetted before being admitted, The
regional wireless engineer in charge had a
radio in his official car to keep in touch
and he would call when nearing the depot
=0 that the gates were open ready for him
on amival. This proved a saving grace for

enjoyed the technical side which required
the testing and preparation of new
equipment and working with the Home
Office team who were installing the main
transmitting and receiver sites for the new
Hertfordshire Police scheme, We were
also involved in a single frequency mobile
radio scheme for Southend Police which
had been installed some time previously.
| was glad | had a good head for heights
because when a main aerial fault
developed | had to work from the top of a
Fira Brigade 100 fool turntable ladder to
replace the aerial,
Apply for your own job

In the early part of 1947 when
technicians thought they had secured an
interesting and reasonably well paid job, a
letter o all staff appeared on the notice
board to say the Home Office had
announced & competition would be hald to
fill a certain number of places in the Home
Office Reglonal Wireless Service. In
effect this required every person to apply
for his own job and to attend a selection
board when called. The gualifications
necessary and conditions of service were
clearly shown for the four grades -
Regional Wireless Enginear, Chief
Wireless Technician, Senior Wireless
Technician and Wireless Technician. This
created a sense of upset and concem
amongst the staff throughout the period

him on more than one — from when the
occasion when he had y application forms
been pursuing his He jumped into his were submitted, to the
‘hobby’ of adding to in un comments from staff
the shilling meat ration i:'-'ﬂr throw g the g who had been called
by shooting a into the back seat, for interview, then
pheasant or two when during the weeks of
the opporiunity arose. which ﬂf&'ﬂhﬂrgﬂd waiting for the results
His call would ensure one barrel which were not

that he was in the promulgated unil
depat out of sight and eary 1948. By the

the gates locked when a following police
car ‘acting on suspicion’ arrived. These
activities virtually came to an end one day
when in a tight situation he jumped into
his car, throwing the gun onto the back
seal which discharged one barrel on
impact, the shol going through the rear
door. The hale in the door was repaired
and resprayed but the inside upholstery
always showed signs of the damage.

Following weeks of inactivity, the job
we had been employed for took shape
and we began working long hours. | recall
my hands becoming cut and blisterad
from unfamiliar practical work but |

end of March all the results were known
and latters confirming appointments and
rates of pay had been received by the
successful candidates. As this
information may be of general interest a
copy of the letter | received is attached.
Despite the traumatic period in 1947
during which we were uncertain of our job
prospects, the Hertfordshire Police
installation programme io provide a two
way radio system for patrol cars with thesir
headquarters at Hatfield, which we were
involved in, was well advanced and the
fully operational scheme was officially
handed over by the Home Secratary,
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V. P. Flowers, 8sq.,
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sy Vic Flowers
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What happened to the
masts and valves

Vic Flowers recalls that in 1946 there
were two masts, each about 50 feet in
height. The nearest mast was near the
old transmitter room - approximately in
the centre of the current goods in
building and the far mast would be
where the new Electron Building is
situated. Meither mast had a concrete
base - they were just erected, as was
standard policy al the time, in a hole in
the ground. The guy anchorage
supports ware just long steel pegs so
when the masts wera removed, nothing
would remain.

In the early days a lol of valves and
components were used lo service and
maintain radio equipment and faulty
items were exchanged for new items.
When a sufficient quantity had
accumulated they were smashed to bits
and buried in a trench near the tilet
block (which no longer exists).

And from Australia

The first parson who contacted us
after the announcement of our plans for a
new bullding back in August 2000 was
Jack Tweed. Initially thinking that he
must be a local person as he contacted
us within just a few days, we wene quite
surprised when, on asking for his ‘snail
mail’ address. he tumed out to be in

A Better Life by Barry Trevers
At Cheveley Wireless Depot 1967 to 1989

In July 1967, convinced thal a better life
was to be had in Suffolk, my wile and | with
our two small sons sold our house in North
London and moved without my transfer
request settied, and with the warning that
dus to much lower staff movements in East
Anglia, another post might take months or
even years!

addictive. The presence of physical fear on
some lowers made other tasks seem quite
mundane.

Afier nearly two decades together Jack
was grounded through il health. | missed
him a great deal and we had been gratified
o know we had been regarded as the
‘anfants terrible’ of the regwmon!

| had spent 7 years Because of the
as a Post Office advance of technology
Engineer on leiehone A roljer coaster TR wore now
mainienance but was expanding apace. | was
prepared o do anything  Sppanning 20 years lucky enough 1o receive
in the interim. From the a commandation from
Labour Exchange | was Cambs Police which

direcied with almost indecent haste to
Cheveley for o job interview, whers | was
informed “You'ras just the man we've been
loaking forl” In the ensuing 22 years |
frequently doubled such a confident
assumption!

Jack Scrivener also somewnat miskad,
[oined me within a few weeks and we

resulted in my being awarded the B.E.M.
This was to greally enhance what influsnce |
had, through both trade union channels and
official ones. Training courses became
compulsary and we worked with the RAF 1o
formulate apecific methods thal suited our
role, and then the icing on the cake, our very
own Home Office Aerial Rigging Training

embarked upon a roller _smmhnmndu
coaster of an experience Cheveley with myself in
""“""“"’:;“:‘" Barry and Jack, the =™ "';““
survivor of the infamous  ‘enfants terribles’ regions in England and
Burma railway and a | Wales and had gone as
torpedoing (by an far s one could go in
American submarine) en Y the Grade!

route to Japan o work in their coal mines,
had @& great sense of humour, unimpaired by
so much suffering, suffice 1o say, he was
going to need it at times!

Air shows, murders, rallies of all
descriplicn, regional crime squad special
ops, public utiities, all government agency
networks but primarily Police and Fire
Brigade and anything from an antenna on a
12 foot pole 1o major installations 800 fool
up on lowers and masts.

We had little safety equipment and
proteclive clothing provided bul we were
aliowed to spend a few pounds purchasing a
few items. We took risks because thal was
the only way the job could be done, but it
was a heady cocktail that could become

Tooweoomba, Australia. Jack's family
coma from the Cheveley area, His sister-
in-law, Elsis Tweed still lives in Chaveley
and so0 does his mother-in-law. Jack's
brother Ken used to be the village
postman and ownad and operated a
village shop. His grandfather lived at
Haolty Tree Farm on Broomstick comer,
Jack worked at the "“Old Radio Station’
when employed as a contractor to carry

B

Al 58, with just 2 years lo go before
compulsory retirement, | decided that it was
time to say goodbye. | was happily stll fit,
thaugh my joinis constantly reminded ma of
my encroaching years. Cheveley had been
a life within a life, an extanded family, and
like all families often full of bitterness,
acrimony, jealousy and some legendary
Christmas parties.

| would not have missed it for the world!

Barry Trevers

oul soma repairs and refurbishment. He
remembers Bill Homewood, James Bird
(son of the publican at the Star and
Garter), and Brian Willett, with whom he
want to the village school, Jack left
Chevaley in 1858 but returned in 1960
when he and Jean were mamied, He
continued to work in London until 1967
when they moved to Toowoomba.



1976

Aerial view taken in approximately 1976.

The bungalows where Vic Flowers and Anders Holdstock moved to in
1948 can be clearly seen, together with the Home Office vehicles and
the cricket pitch. Newer bungalows next to this site are not yet built.

About
1969

At a celebration, possibly Christmas 1969 - from left 1o right - on the left table, Jack

Helliman, Eric Parkes, Bob Swann, on the middle table, Albert and George Wilson
Tony Fowler, Bert Betson, Ron Fairweather, and we cannot recognise the person on

the extreme night



Our thanks to Mrs Anne Parkes in Truro, Cornwall, wife of the late Mr Eric Parkes, About -1 959
for supplying the photographs of the Christmas dinner and the Cheveley Wireless
Depot taken, we think, in 1969,

Gracie Heath, Jim Starling, Jim Cliffe,

From left to right - Brum Burningham, Ron

Akehurst, Eric Parkes (at the back of table) Ken someone we don't recognise, Ronnie

Burlingham, Bob Swann, Bernard Duce. NRON, BRG Ko Suagaany (on the-next

table)

From the left, Jack Scrivener, David Tweed,
Derek Cracknell, someone we can't recognise, and

Bert Betson.

Photograph supplied by John Gunson of Eric Parkes' retirement presentation. Fram the left - Brum Burningham,

Derek Cracknell, Derek Coombs, Ray Guyver, Mick Stimson, Phyllis Cook, Colin Jameson, John Lunt, Fred Cornish,

Iris Tweed, Jim Starling, Dennis Everett, Jack Scrivener, Eric Parkes (seated), Ron Akehuirst, Roy Mortlock, Ronnie Wilson,
John Gunson, Anita Allaway, Jack Halliwell, Dave Tweed, John Jarvis. Bert Betson, Eddie Pinkstone, Cliff Chinnery, Ron
Fairweather, Mick Joyce, Dennis Kitteridge, Bob Swann,




1978

The entrance drive still has grass
on each side. ‘Bomb proof’
curtains (yes apparently that's
what they were supposed to be)
can just be seen on the main
building.

The side door has since been bricked
up and a window installed into what is
now our meeting room. The petrol
pump can also still be seen.

1980

This photograph was
taken in about 1980 when
the mast was erectedat
the back of our site and
which can still be seen.




1979 to 1980

John Gunson (left) and
Ronnie Wilson in

development, around 1980.

(John Gunson now works
for European Antennas.
Development is still in the

same place.)

Thanks to John Gunson for

supplying these
photographs
i ¥ § . :EE ": ’ + Some industrial action for fair treatment from the
.: * Home Office, which had no effect.
™~

From left - Derek Cracknell, John Gunson, Derek

Coombs, Ken Burlingham

On the left, Jim Cliffe, Keith
) Appleyard, Bert Betson, Dennis
Everett, Alex Hancock, Ronnie
Wilson, Alan, John Jarvis, Eddie
Pinkstone, Jim Starling, Ken
Burlingham, Chris Clarke. Looking
in the car was Dennis Kitteridge, in
the car was Derek Sodeau, and on
the right is John Gunson, Cedric
Mills.




1980

1 Another smaller mast,
on the right we think is
Jerry Moy

1980 - from the left, Mick Stimson
(still working at European
Antennas), Brian Hill (yellow
helmet) and Peter Bridgeman (blue
helmet)




1991 to 1996 -
European Antennas

at

Great Yeldham

In 1995 - Back row, from the
left Steve Thompson, John
Gunson, Pete Connelly, Neil
B e e y Price, Brian Phillips, Martyn
/Y EUROFEAN !

ANTENNAS Green, Malcolm Ware.
Front row, from the left,
Steve Byrne, Ruth Gray,
Terry Lake, Lisa, Alison.































