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1103
HOME OFFICE

Horseferry House, Dean Ryle Street, LONDON S.W.i
Telephone: victoria 6655, ext.

Please address any reply to
THE UNDER SECRETARY
OF STATE

quoting: H.O..
Your reference: F.I

8th January, 1964.

Sir,

HOME OFFICE CIRCULAR NO. 10/1964.

Police Wireless : Personal Sets

A quantity of the new personal pack sets (walkie-talkies) referred to in the
Home Office letter of 11th July 1962 are now available and a specimen set can be
seen by arrangement with the Regional Wireless Engineer. It is conveniently
small, measuring approximately 8" x 5" x 1̂ ", weighs about 3 lbs. 6 ozs. and is
carried in a nylon webbing harness.

2 The rental for permanent hire of the set is £23 2s. 8d. per annum but for
shorter periods the charges will, for the present, remain as laid down in Home
Office Circular No. 78/1956. The rental includes the provision of two recharge-
able batteries per set, but battery chargers are essential and should be
requested when applying for the sets. They are in two sizes - 12 way at £4 per
annum and 2 way at £1 per annum, and the Regional Wireless Engineer will be able
to advise on the type best suited to a particular force's needs.

3 Orders for personal pack sets can now be accepted; an order form is attached
and should be returned to Room 518 Horseferry House, Dean Ryle Street, London,
S.W.I. Orders should state clearly whether the sets are required to operate on
the force's existing wireless scheme frequency(ies) or on the national pack set
frequency for the area: it is technically impossible for them to operate on
both. Sets can be re-tuned from the scheme frequency(ies) to the national
frequency and vice versa by arrangement with the Regional Wireless Engineer but
this would involve some delay unless the necessary crystals were already available.
Crystals will be ordered as soon as applications for sets are received but the
normal delivery period is likely to be 8-10 weeks.

4 Stocks of. control sets held at the Regional Wireless Depots are at present
only sufficient to enable them to be used for short periods on the terms outlined
in Home Office Circular No. 78/1956. These terms for the short-term hire of both
pack sets and control sets are under consideration and a further circular on the
subject will be issued shortly.

5 Sets required for use in association with radar speed meters may be passed
from force to force with the meter and the total rental will be charged to the
force responsible for the hiring programme.

II Personal Pocket Sets

6 'In view of the improving prospect of obtaining in the relatively near
future supplies of a satisfactory personal "pocket" wireless transmitter/receiver
for operational police use, it is now desirable to make an assessment of the
probable needs of police forces for this equipment.

7 For the purpose of making this assessment it would be appreciated if you
would inform the Home Office how many sets you might wish to be provided with
in the financial years 1964/65, 1965/66 and, so far as can be foreseen, what
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will be your total requirement. In estimating your requirements you should assume
that the yearly rental of the sets would be of the 'order of £25 each. Battery
chargers will be required at every location where the sets are in use, and the
rental will be of the order of £4 per annum for a 12 way charger. The rental
of the base station will be about £50 per annum complete.

8 It is emphasised that the assessment you are being asked to make is
required only as a general indication of the total needs of the forces through-
out the country, for our guidance in discussions with the manufacturers and in
placing contracts, and will not be regarded as a firm commitment on your part
although, of course, it will be helpful if the figures you supply are as
reliable as you can make them. You will be invited to submit a formal demand
when firm production plans have been drawn up.

9 Although it has always been envisaged that these sets would have their
major application on a divisional basis at the most, using special frequencies,
it is appreciated that in some cases, especially in some of the smaller
boroughs, it may be preferable to operate these pocket sets on the existing
scheme frequencies. It would be of assistance, therefore, if an indication
could be given of the basis on which these sets will be used.

10 It is not possible to say when the miniaturised sets which several firms
are trying to develop for police use will be in production. In the meantime
it is proposed to explore the possibility of purchasing some "pocket" sets of
the type developed by the Lancashire Constabulary. This set measures 8" x
4" x 1" weighs just under 2 lbs. and employs frequency modulation. It will
be noted that this set is closely comparable in size with the Home Office pack
set, but is considerably lighter to carry (see paragraph 1 above). It will be
in production shortly, but supplies will be limited and the Communications
Committee of the Central Conference of Chief Constables will consider at their
next meeting how they might best be allocated. If you would wish to accept
sets of the Lancashire type as part of your total requirement of "pocket"
sets, and are prepared to retain them for their probable life of seven years,
it would be helpful if you. would say how many you would like in 1964/65 but,
as indicated above, it is unlikely that it will be possible to meet all
requests. Efforts to secure the production of a very much smaller set are
being intensified and there is some reason to expect that these efforts may
be successful during the coming financial year.

11 A form is attached which you may find convenient to use for listing the
information we need.

III General

12 It is perhaps unnecessary to stress the advantages which can be gained
by the central ordering of sets, especially while supplies are likely to be
extremely limited. In order that these advantages may be gained, and a
fair distribution of the available production made, in consultation with the
service, it is particularly requested that no attempt should be made to
obtain supplies direct from industry. If is is thought that there is some
special case for direct purchase the Secretary of State's approval should first
be obtained (a) for the proposed expenditure, which will otherwise not rank for
Exchequer grant, and (b) for the type of set to be used, since the operation
of the equipment on police wireless frequencies might be a contravention of the
terms of the licence.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

POL 948/1/10
and POL 941/2/89



• Name of Force .................................January, 1964.

Police Wireless
Personal Pocket Sets (See Part II of H.O. Circular!

On scheme On special pocket
frequency(ies) set frequencies

(i) Required in 1964/5

(ii) Required in 1965/6

(iii) Required later (i.e. 1966/69)

Total

If you would be prepared to accept sets of the Lancashire type as part
of your total requirement, please say below how many of this type you
would like in 1964/5.

Lancashire type sets required in 1964/65 (included in (i) above):-

Return to:
The Under Secretary of State
Home Office
Room 518
Horseferry House
Dean Ryle Street
LONDON.S.W.I


