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HOME OFFICE
Horseferry House, Dean Ryle Street, LONDON S.W.1

(• Telephone: victoria 6655, ext.

Please address any reply to 1st July, 1966.
THE UNDER SECRETARY
OF STATE
quoting: H.O.C. 118/66

C.B.

Sir,

HOME OFFICE CIRCULAR NO. 118/1966

Police wireless; personal sets

I am directed by the Secretary of State to say that the following
arrangements have been made for the issue by the Home Office of personal wireless
sets to police forces in 1966/67.

2 An initial supply of 1,000 pocket wireless sets was purchased in 1965.
Nearly 900 of these are now in operation in individual police forces and the
remaining 100 are available for use as soon as local construction and
installation are complete.

3 As announced in the House of Commons on 26th May 1966, the purchases of
pocket sets in this financial year are to be increased to 3000. 1950 sets were
ordered in March and orders for the remaining 1 ,050 will be placed shortly. The
first deliveries of sets and associated equipment purchased this year began in
June. Their allocation to individual police forces is being arranged in
consultation with H.M. Inspectors of Constabulary.

4 These purchases will bring the total of personal sets available in 1966/6?
under these arrangements to 4,000 pocket sets. In addition, orders will be placed
this year for a further 5000 pocket sets for delivery in 1967/68. Further
purchases will also be made of personal pack sets to meet the requests which have
been made for this type of equipment.

Installation

5 In order that the installation of pocket set schemes should keep pace with
the increased purchases of equipment, it has been arranged that industry will
help Regional Wireless Engineers with the installation of these schemes. By
this means it should be possible to complete the installation of 4,000 pocket sets
and associated equipment in this financial year. All schemes will be reviewed
once they have been in operation for a period and Regional Wireless Engineers will
put in hand any further engineering work necessary to improve a scheme.

Maintenance

6 For the present Home Office wireless depots will undertake repairs to pocket
sets which can be effected promptly; sets requiring other repairs will be
forwarded by the Regional Wireless Engineers to the manufacturers.

Spare sets

7 In view of the current urgency of police operational needs the pocket sets
at present being purchased are all being allocated to forces as they become
available and no spare pocket sets are being retained at Regional Wireless depots
for the present. In the circumstances, where a reserve of sets is desired forces
may wish to make some provision for spare sets out of the allocation made to them.

/Rentals

The Clerk to the Police Authority
The Chief Constable



Rentals

8 For the time being the rental of pocket set equipment will continue to be
calculated on the basis of a life of seven years. It is still too soon to
calculate the probable life of pocket sets, but the rentals will be reviewed as
soon as sufficient information is available on which to base such an assessment.'

General

9 For the reasons mentioned in paragraph 12 of Circular No. 10/1964 and having
regard to the need, in present economic circumstances, to determine centrally the
resources which can appropriately be applied to particular purposes, the Secretary
of State regrets that it will not be possible for him to recognise for grant the
purchase of additional personal wireless equipment by individual police authorities,

I am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

941/10/35


